
Session 14 Israel’s Privilege And The Danger Of Falling Away
Before the Silence: A Study of Hebrews

Session 14 | Hebrews 6:4-8

Enlightened, Warned, And Near To Cursing (Hebrews 6:4-8)

Session 13 ended with the writer’s intention to carry his Hebrew
hearers beyond the elementary foundation and toward maturity,
“if God permit.” Hebrews 6:4-8 explains why that permission
and progress could not be treated casually. Israel had received ex-
traordinary light through the Son, the Holy Ghost, the kingdom
word, and the signs of the coming age. To repudiate the Son af-
ter receiving such privileges would leave that generation with no
further path of renewal.

This warning does not describe a justified believer in the age of
grace losing salvation. It addresses Israel in the historical setting
of the kingdom offers and appeals made to the nation. The illus-
tration of one field receiving repeated rain but producing either
useful herbs or thorns confirms the corporate and covenant set-
ting. Israel’s privileges were real, but those privileges demanded
the fitting fruit of repentance and reception of Messiah.

Hebrews 6:4 - Israel’s Extraordinary Privileges

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and
have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of
the Holy Ghost,

Exegesis
• “For it is impossible” begins a long statement that is com-
pleted in verse 6. The impossibility concerns renewing the
people described here if they decisively fall away after receiv-
ing such light.

• “Those”must be identified from the Hebrew audience and his-
torical setting. The phrases do not require that these people
were justified members of the Body of Christ.

• “Once enlightened” describes decisive exposure to divine
light. Israel had received the prophets andwas then confronted
by God’s climactic revelation in His Son.

• “Tasted of the heavenly gift” speaks of real experience, not
an imaginary or meaningless sample. Israel experienced bless-
ings brought from heaven through Messiah and the kingdom
ministry surrounding Him.

• “Partakers of the Holy Ghost”means participants in or shar-
ers of His manifested activity. The Holy Ghost’s signs were
publicly displayed in Jerusalem and formed part of God’s re-
newed witness to the nation.

• A nation can share remarkable divine privileges without ev-
ery participant being individually justified. Israel’s privilege
increased Israel’s accountability.

Closely Relevant Cross-References
• Hebrews 1:1-2 - God spoke to Israel through the prophets and

then climactically through His Son.
• John 1:9-11 - The true Light came unto His own, yet His own
received Him not.

• Acts 2:1-12, 22 - Jerusalem witnessed the public signs of the
Holy Ghost and heard of the miracles God performed through
Jesus.

• Acts 4:30-33 - Signs, wonders, resurrection testimony, and
great power marked the apostolic witness to Israel.

• 1 Corinthians 10:1-5 - A covenant people may share extraor-
dinary privileges while many remain unacceptable to God
through unbelief.

Text And Translation Notes
• “Impossible” stands emphatically at the beginning of the
Greek sentence. Its explanation continues through verse 6.

• “Once” points to a decisive past occurrence; the word itself
does not mean regeneration.

• “Partakers” means sharers or participants. The surrounding
context must identify what is shared; the word alone does not
prove the saving status of each person.

What The Passage Does Not Say
• It does not call these people justified, sealed into one Body, or
saved by grace through faith.

• It does not equate participation in the Holy Ghost’s public
kingdom signs with the Spirit’s sealing of the believer in the
present age of grace.

• It does not say Israel’s privileges automatically guaranteed a
faithful response from the nation.

Hebrews 6:5 - Powers Of The World To Come

And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the
world to come,

Exegesis

• “Tasted” continues the description of real historical experi-
ence begun in verse 4.

• “The good word of God” includes the kingdom proclamation
and divine testimony given to Israel through Christ and His



apostles.
• “The powers” are mighty works or manifestations of divine
power, not merely persuasive ideas or private emotions.

• “The world to come” recalls Hebrews 2:5 and refers to the
coming age under Messiah’s rule.

• The miracles of the Gospels and early Acts were foretastes of
that coming age. Healings, deliverance, restored faculties, and
apostolic signs displayed kingdom power before the kingdom
was established in its fullness.

• Israel therefore stood at the threshold of promised Messianic
blessing and received abundant evidence supporting the king-
dom appeals made to the nation.

Closely Relevant Cross-References
• Hebrews 2:3-5 - Signs, wonders, gifts of the Holy Ghost, and
“the world to come” are placed together.

• Matthew 4:23-24 - Jesus preaches the gospel of the kingdom
and heals sickness among Israel.

• Matthew 12:28 - The casting out of devils by the Spirit

demonstrates the evidential presence of kingdom power.
• Acts 3:6-21 - The healing of the lame man accompanies Pe-
ter’s renewed appeal for Israel to repent and receive times of
refreshing.

• Micah 4:1-7 - Israel’s promised kingdom includes Messiah’s
rule and the restoration of the afflicted remnant.

Text And Translation Notes
• “Powers” means mighty deeds or manifestations of power.
• “World” can be translated “age.” The phrase points to the
coming age and not simply to the present church age.

• “Word” here describes an utterance or spoken declaration.

What The Passage Does Not Say
• It does not identify the world to come with the age of grace
and the formation of the Body of Christ.

• It does not promise that every believer today will exercise the
same sign powers displayed during Israel’s kingdom offer.

• It does not reduce Israel’s experience to hearing secondhand
reports; the nation had witnessed the evidence publicly.

Is This Really The Hebrew Nation?

Hebrews 6:4-5 is often assumed to describe a Christian because
its language sounds exalted and spiritual. That conclusion, how-
ever, is usually reached by beginning with the vocabulary instead
of the audience and biblical setting. None of the five descriptions
says that these people were justified, reconciled, baptized into
one Body, sealed unto the day of redemption, or accepted in the
Beloved. The passage describes people who had received and
participated in extraordinary divine privileges. Scripture repeat-
edly says that Israel received such privileges corporately even
though many within the nation remained unbelieving.
The question is therefore not whether the experiences were real.
They were. The question is whether participation in real di-
vine blessings alwaysmeans individual salvation. Israel’s history
proves that it does not.

Hebrews Identifies Its Own Hebrew And Israelite Setting
• God “spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets”
and has now spoken by His Son (Hebrews 1:1-2). The “fa-
thers” and prophets place the opening address within Israel’s
history.

• The Son came as the promised ruler from the tribe of Judah
(Hebrews 7:14) and as the minister who would confirm God’s
promises to Israel’s fathers (Romans 15:8).

• Hebrews 2:1-4 describes the same historical chain found in
the Gospels and early Acts: the word was first spoken by the
Lord, confirmed by those who heard Him, and authenticated
by signs, wonders, miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost.

• The salvation proclaimed by the Lord during His earthly min-
istry was directed to Israel. Jesus was “sent but unto the lost
sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24), and He sent
the twelve to those same lost sheep with the message, “The
kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 10:5-7).

• Hebrews 2:5 identifies the subject as “the world to come.”

The miraculous witness in verses 3-4 belongs to the announce-
ment and preview of Israel’s promisedMessianic world, not to
the revelation of the one new man as presented later through
Paul.

• Hebrews repeatedly compares its hearers with the covenant na-
tion that came out of Egypt, heard God’s voice, shared His pro-
vision, and nevertheless fell through unbelief (Hebrews 3:7-
19; 4:1-11).

• The new covenant quoted in Hebrews is explicitly made “with
the house of Israel and with the house of Judah” (Hebrews
8:8-10; Jeremiah 31:31-34).

• The sanctuary, priesthood, sacrifices, covenant, fathers, land,
and promises throughout the book are Israel’s institutions and
expectations. Hebrews does not suddenly abandon that setting
in 6:4-5.

The title Hebrews is not the proof by itself; the contents of the
book are. Its arguments assume readers who know Israel’s Scrip-
tures, stand in relation to Israel’s covenant history, and face the
danger of turning away from Israel’s Messiah.

Israel Could Share Divine PrivilegeWithout Every Israelite Be-
ing Saved
Paul supplies a decisive biblical parallel:

Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant,
how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed
through the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the
cloud and in the sea; And did all eat the same spiritual meat;
And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of
that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was
Christ. But with many of them God was not well pleased: for
they were overthrown in the wilderness.
— 1 Corinthians 10:1-5
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All the nation passed through the sea, stood under the cloud, ate
the God-given food, and drank the spiritual drink. These expe-
riences were genuine and supernatural, yet many of the partici-
pants remained unbelieving and died under judgment. Corporate
participation in God’s blessings did not equal individual justifi-
cation.
Hebrews itself uses this wilderness generation as its controlling
warning. They heard God’s voice and experienced His works for
forty years, but they did not enter because of unbelief (Hebrews
3:9, 16-19). Hebrews 6:4-5 describes another generation of Is-
rael with even greater privileges: it had received the testimony
of the Son and foretastes of the Messianic age. The five descrip-
tions can now be examined individually.

1. Israel Was “Once Enlightened”
God repeatedly describes His revelation to Israel as light:
• Psalm 147:19-20 says that God showed His word, statutes,
and judgments to Jacob and Israel in a manner He had not
done with other nations.

• Isaiah 9:1-2; Matthew 4:12-17 connect the dawning of great
light upon Israel with Jesus beginning to preach, “Repent: for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

• Luke 1:76-79 says that John would prepare the Lord’s ways
and that the Dayspring would visit His people “to give light
to them that sit in darkness.” John’s ministry was directed
to Israel (Luke 1:16; Acts 13:24).

• John 1:9-11 says the true Light came into the world and
“came unto his own,” although His own did not receive Him.
Israel could therefore be visited and enlightened by the Light
while still rejecting Him.

• Jesus called Himself “the light of the world” and publicly
taught in Israel (John 8:12, 20). The nation was not left with-
out light; its condemnation arose because light had come and
men loved darkness (John 3:19-21).

• Acts 2:22 says Jesus of Nazareth was “approved of God
among you” by miracles, wonders, and signs done “in the
midst of you.” Israel’s enlightenment included public, verifi-
able evidence.

Being enlightened therefore does not require that every enlight-
ened person received the Light savingly. Israel was uniquely illu-
minated by prophecy, Messiah’s preaching, and divine signs, yet
many resisted the revelation given to them.

2. Israel “Tasted Of The Heavenly Gift”
The word “tasted” describes real experience. Hebrews 2:9 says
Jesus “tasted death,” and His death was certainly real. The in-
terpretation need not weaken Israel’s experience in order to dis-
tinguish it from the standing of a member of the Body of Christ.
Israel received gifts that came from heaven in connection with
Messiah and His kingdom:
• Jesus was the One whom the Father “gave” and sent into the
world (John 3:16-17). He came specifically to His own and
ministered as “aminister of the circumcision” to confirm the
promises made unto the fathers (John 1:11; Romans 15:8).

• Jesus called Himself “the true bread from heaven” and “the
bread of God” who came down from heaven (John 6:32-33,

48-51). This heavenly gift stood bodily among Israel and was
offered to the nation.

• When Jesus healed and cast out devils, the people experienced
mercies belonging to Messianic rule. Matthew 12:28 says
that if He cast out devils by the Spirit of God, “then the king-
dom of God is come unto you.”

• Luke 11:13 presents the Holy Spirit as the Father’s good gift
to those addressed in the Lord’s kingdom instruction. Af-
ter the resurrection, the risen Christ told His apostles to wait
in Jerusalem for “the promise of the Father” (Luke 24:49;
Acts 1:4-5).

• At Pentecost Peter identified the manifested gift as the fulfill-
ment of Israel’s prophecy and promise (Acts 2:16-18, 33, 38-
39). The gift was publicly poured out in Jerusalem and offered
within an appeal to Israel.

The “heavenly gift”may gather together Christ and the blessings
brought from heaven in Him rather than identify only one item.
The essential point is clear: heaven had visited Israel with its
promised gift, and the nation had genuinely tasted its goodness.

3. Israel Was “Made Partakers Of The Holy Ghost”
“Partakers” means sharers or participants; it does not by itself
mean that every participant was regenerated or sealed into the
Body of Christ. The nation participated in and was confronted
by the Holy Ghost’s public ministry:
• John the Baptist announced to Israel that Messiah would bap-
tize with the Holy Ghost and with fire (Matthew 3:5-12; John
1:31-33).

• Jesus performedHis kingdomworks by the Spirit of God in the
sight of Israel (Matthew 12:28). Israel’s leaders were there-
fore warned about blaspheming the Holy Ghost’s testimony
(Matthew 12:31-32).

• At Pentecost the Holy Ghost came upon the apostles in
Jerusalem during a Jewish feast, and Jews “out of every na-
tion under heaven” witnessed the sign (Acts 2:1-12).

• Peter addressed the audience as “Ye men of Israel” and “all
the house of Israel” (Acts 2:22, 36). He explained that the
exalted Jesus had shed forth the promised Holy Ghost, some-
thing the nation could “see and hear” (Acts 2:33).

• The Spirit-filled apostles continued to speak God’s word with
boldness and perform signs among the people (Acts 4:8, 29-
33; 5:12-16).

• Stephen told Israel’s council, “ye do always resist the Holy
Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye” (Acts 7:51). A person
can be directly confronted by and participate in the sphere of
the Spirit’s manifested testimony while resisting Him.

This is not Paul’s later doctrinal language of being “sealed
with that holy Spirit of promise” after believing the gospel
(Ephesians 1:13) or being baptized by one Spirit into one Body
(1Corinthians 12:13). Hebrews 6 does not use either expression.
It describes Israel’s participation in the Holy Ghost’s historically
manifested kingdom witness.

4. Israel “Tasted The Good Word Of God”
Israel had always possessed God’s good word, and the genera-
tion addressed by the kingdom proclamation received its climac-
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tic Messianic announcement:
• Psalm 147:19-20 distinguishes Israel as the nation to whom
God entrusted His statutes and judgments.

• Romans 3:1-2 says Israel’s chief advantage was that “unto
them were committed the oracles of God.”

• Jeremiah 33:14 calls the promised restoration of Israel and
Judah the performance of “that good thing which I have
promised.” The kingdom message rested upon God’s good
promises to the nation.

• Jesus went throughout Galilee “preaching the gospel of the
kingdom” (Matthew 4:23) and sent the twelve to Israel
preaching that the kingdom was at hand (Matthew 10:5-7).

• The hearers of that word witnessed its confirming works. He-
brews 2:3-4 says the message spoken by the Lord was con-
firmed by eyewitnesses while God bore witness with signs,
wonders, miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost.

• After the resurrection, Peter again offered Israel repentance
and “times of refreshing” from the Lord’s presence, tied to
the return of the previously preached Christ and the restora-
tion spoken by all the prophets (Acts 3:19-26).

• Paul later summarized this historical order by saying that
the word of God was first spoken to Israel, whose rejection
brought a judicial turn to the Gentiles (Acts 13:46).

Israel did more than possess a written prediction of future bless-
ing. That generation heard the good kingdom word proclaimed
by Messiah and His authorized witnesses and saw God authenti-
cate it.

5. Israel Tasted “The Powers Of The World To Come”
This final phrase strongly identifies the kingdom setting. He-
brews has already defined the “world to come” as its subject
(Hebrews 2:5). It is the future inhabited world placed under the
Son, fulfilling Israel’s Messianic expectation.
The prophets described that coming age as a time when Messiah
would rule, creation would be blessed, and Israel’s afflictions
would be removed:
• Isaiah 11:1-10 describes Messiah’s righteous reign, peace in
creation, and the nations seeking the root of Jesse.

• Isaiah 35:4-6 connects God’s coming to save with blind eyes
opened, deaf ears unstopped, the lame leaping, and the dumb
singing.

• Jeremiah 33:14-16 joins Israel’s restoration with the righ-
teous Branch of David reigning in justice.

• Micah 4:1-7 describes the Lord reigning in Zion, peace among
nations, and the gathering of the lame and afflicted remnant.

Jesus’ miracles were selected demonstrations of those promised
conditions:
• He healed “all manner of sickness and all manner of dis-
ease among the people” while preaching the gospel of the
kingdom (Matthew 4:23-24).

• He answered John’s question about His Messianic identity by
pointing to the blind seeing, the lame walking, lepers cleansed,
the deaf hearing, the dead raised, and the gospel preached to
the poor (Matthew 11:2-6). These works deliberately recalled
Isaiah’s kingdom prophecies.

• He cast out devils by the Spirit of God as evidence that king-
dom power had come upon His hearers (Matthew 12:28).

• He gave the twelve authority to heal sickness, cleanse lepers,
raise the dead, and cast out devils while preaching to Israel
that the kingdom was at hand (Matthew 10:5-8).

• In early Acts, the lame man at the Temple was made whole
as Peter appealed to Israel concerning the return of Christ and
the restoration promised by the prophets (Acts 3:1-26).

• Many signs and wonders continued among the people by the
hands of the apostles (Acts 5:12-16).

These miracles did not mean that the promised world had ar-
rived in its fullness. They were its “powers” tasted beforehand—
authentic samples of what Messiah’s rule would bring. The peo-
ple to whom these powers were principally displayed and to
whom their kingdom meaning belonged were Israel.

The Five Descriptions Form One Historical Picture
The phrases are not five unrelated inward experiences from
which a definition of a Christian must be assembled. Together
they recount Israel’s encounter with Messiah and the renewed
kingdom testimony:
• Israel was enlightened by the prophets, the Son, and the apos-
tolic witness.

• Israel tasted the heavenly giftwhen Christ and heaven’s king-
dom blessings came among the nation.

• Israel partook of the Holy Ghost through His public, visible
ministry in Christ, at Pentecost, and through the apostles.

• Israel tastedGod’s goodword in the proclamation of the king-
dom, the promised restoration, and the return of Messiah.

• Israel tasted the powers of the coming world through mira-
cles that previewed its prophesied conditions.

The repeated public language is important: “among you,” “in
the midst of you,” “see and hear,” “all the house of Israel,”
and “among the people” (Acts 2:22, 33, 36; 5:12). Hebrews 6
is not limited to an invisible transaction inside an individual. It
recalls a national encounter with overwhelming divine evidence.

Why The Warning Is More Severe, Not Less
Identifying the people as Israel does not weaken the warning.
It explains its severity. No other nation had received Israel’s
covenants, promises, Scriptures, Messiah, apostles, and public
kingdom signs (Romans 9:4-5). Greater privilege produced
greater accountability.
Jesus stated this principle when He said that those cities which
sawHis mighty works and did not repent would face greater judg-
ment than Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom (Matthew 11:20-24). He also
warned Jerusalem that its house would be left desolate because
it would not receive Him (Matthew 23:37-39). Hebrews speaks
into that same covenant crisis.
The issue in verse 6 is therefore not whether a Christian can be-
come “unsaved.” It is whether that enlightened generation of Is-
rael could knowingly reject the Son after every prophetic, per-
sonal, spiritual, and miraculous confirmation and still expect an-
other kingdom remedy. There was no other Messiah, no other
sacrifice, and no safe return to Judaism without Him.
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Hebrews 6:6 - If They Shall Fall Away

If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance;
seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and
put him to an open shame.

Exegesis
• “If they shall fall away” completes the description begun in
verse 4. The falling away is decisive apostasy after the light
and privileges of verses 4-5, not an ordinary failure, doubt, or
lapse in conduct.

• “To renew them again unto repentance” is governed by “im-
possible” in verse 4. Once the fully revealed Son is knowingly
repudiated, there is no different Messiah and no further sacri-
fice by which that rejection can be remedied.

• Israel’s crucifixion of Jesus had first been treated as an act
committed in ignorance. That ignorance allowed the renewed
calls to national repentance recorded in early Acts.

• Continued rejection after the resurrection testimony, the com-
ing of the Holy Ghost, and the accompanying signs could no
longer be treated as the same uninformed act.

• “They crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh” means
that they identify themselves with the verdict against Jesus and
continue to treat Him as worthy of crucifixion.

• “Put him to an open shame” describes public disgrace. It is
the opposite of confessing the rejected Son whom God raised
and exalted.

• The warning concerns Israel’s covenant and kingdom account-
ability. It does not overturn the security of a believer justified
and sealed in Christ during the age of grace.

Closely Relevant Cross-References
• Luke 23:34 - Jesus asks forgiveness for those who did not
know what they were doing.

• Acts 3:17-21 - Peter acknowledges Israel’s ignorance and re-
news the appeal for the nation to repent while restoration re-
mains available.

• Numbers 15:27-31 - Israel’s law distinguishes sins of igno-
rance from presumptuous defiance.

• Matthew 12:31-32 - Israel’s leaders are warned about escalat-
ing rejection of the Holy Ghost’s testimony to Messiah.

• Hebrews 10:26-31 - Wilful rejection after receiving the truth
leaves no other sacrifice and brings fearful covenant judgment.

Text And Translation Notes
• “Fall away” describes decisive apostasy or turning aside. It is
stronger than stumbling or committing an isolated sin.

• The KJV supplies “If” to express the conditional relationship
of the Greek construction.

• The phrase “to renew them again unto repentance” com-
pletes the thought begun with “it is impossible” in verse 4.

What The Passage Does Not Say
• It does not teach that a grace-age believer loses eternal life
through a sin, period of doubt, or spiritual failure.

• It does not describe someone accidentally crossing an invisi-
ble line while sincerely desiring to trust Christ.

• It does not leave rejected Temple worship or another sacrifice
as a safe alternative to the Son of God.

Hebrews 6:7 - The Earth That Receiveth Blessing

For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it,
and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed,
receiveth blessing from God:

Exegesis
• “For” introduces an illustration that explains the accumulated
privilege and accountability of verses 4-6.

• The field repeatedly receives rain. The problem is not any lack
in God’s provision or testimony.

• “Drinketh in the rain” corresponds to Israel receiving light,
heavenly gift, the Holy Ghost’s public ministry, God’s good
word, and the powers of the coming age.

• “Bringeth forth herbs” describes the appropriate fruit of
those privileges: repentance, faithful response, and reception
of Messiah.

• “Meet for them” means useful or suitable for those who cul-
tivate the ground.

• “Receiveth blessing from God” recalls the covenant bless-
ings associated with fruitful land and faithful response in Is-
rael.

Closely Relevant Cross-References
• Deuteronomy 11:10-17 - Rain and fruitful land are covenant
blessings promised to obedient Israel.

• Isaiah 5:1-7 - Israel is God’s carefully cultivated vineyard, yet
He finds wild grapes instead of the fruit He expected.

• Psalm 65:9-13 - God’s rain enriches the earth and produces
abundance.

• Matthew 21:33-43 - Jesus uses a cultivated vineyard and its
expected fruit when warning Israel’s leaders.

Text And Translation Notes
• “Earth” may also be rendered ground or land, language espe-
cially fitting for Israel’s covenant setting.

• “Meet” means fit, suitable, or useful.
• “Dressed” means cultivated or worked.

Theological Insights
• Privilege is pictured by the rain; response is revealed by the
crop.

• The illustration is corporate and agricultural. It interprets the
warning through imagery deeply rooted in Israel’s covenant
relationship and land.
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• Fruit does not purchase justification in the age of grace. In this
passage it demonstrates Israel’s response to repeated kingdom

light and appeal.

Hebrews 6:8 - Nigh Unto Cursing

But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is
nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.

Exegesis
• “But” contrasts the useful crop of verse 7 with thorns from
land that received the same rain.

• “Thorns and briers” picture the corrupt fruit Israel produced
despite repeated divine cultivation.

• “Is rejected” means disapproved or unfit for its intended use.
• “Nigh unto cursing” stresses that judgment was near. This
language fits the historical urgency facing that generation be-
fore the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple.

• “Whose end is to be burned” describes the destruction of the
worthless growth. The verse does not say that the land ceases
to exist.

• The image therefore allows both severe national judgment
upon that generation and the future restoration of Israel accord-
ing to God’s unchanging promises.

• The burning is covenantal and national judgment in the pas-
sage’s setting, not a justified member of the Body of Christ
being cast into hell.

Closely Relevant Cross-References
• Genesis 3:17-18 - Thorns appear in the ground in connection
with the curse.

• Isaiah 5:5-7 - God’s unfruitful vineyard is laid waste after fail-
ing to produce judgment and righteousness.

• Matthew 3:7-12 - John warns Israel about wrath, required
fruit, the axe, and fire.

• Luke 20:9-16 - The wicked husbandmen are destroyed, but
the vineyard remains and is given to others.

• Romans 11:25-29 - Israel’s present judicial condition does not
cancel the nation’s future, for God’s gifts and calling are with-
out repentance.

Text And Translation Notes
• “Rejected”means disapproved after testing or unfit for the in-
tended purpose.

• “Nigh” means near. The curse was approaching; the verse
does not say God’s entire purpose for Israel had already ended.

• Burning thorn growth could clear a field. The image can there-
fore describe destruction of the corrupt crop without requiring
permanent destruction of the land.

What The Passage Does Not Say
• It does not say Israel was never God’s chosen nation.
• It does not turn Israel’s future restoration into an excuse for
minimizing the terrible judgment faced by that generation.

• It does not describe the loss of justification or eternal life by
a member of the Body of Christ.

Teaching Summary

• Hebrews 6:4-8 addresses Israel in the setting of the kingdom
offers and appeals made through Christ and the apostles.

• Israel received extraordinary light: the heavenly gift, the Holy
Ghost’s public ministry, God’s good kingdom word, and signs
previewing the coming age. These real, national privileges
were not identical to individual justification or sealing into the
Body of Christ.

• Falling away means deliberate repudiation of the fully re-
vealed Son, not an ordinary sin, doubt, or failure by a believer.

• Israel’s first rejection had been committed in ignorance, so
early Acts renewed the call to repentance. Presumptuous re-
jection after fuller light left no further path of renewal for that

generation.
• The watered field interprets the warning corporately: rain rep-
resents abundant privilege, while the crop reveals Israel’s re-
sponse. Useful fruit receives blessing; thorns face imminent
covenant judgment.

• Burning the thorn-bearing crop neither canceled God’s future
purpose for Israel nor threatened a believer in the age of grace
with loss of salvation.

One-sentence summary: After Israel had tasted the light and
powers of the promised kingdom, deliberate rejection of the fully
revealed Son left that generation facing imminent covenant judg-
ment rather than another opportunity apart from Him.
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